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"DEVELOPMENT" CBIDA STYLE
Stuart Laughlin, President CBIDA
Great Diamond Island

WELCOME ABOARD ...
Volume 13, Number 1 of
Nor' by East. Dry docked
for the past 10 years, our
pages are once again dedicated to sharing the news
of the islands of Casco
Bay and their onshore
mainland environs. If you
would like us also to
share views just "let your
joys ~e known" as we say
in Maine.
Although published
"Hello" from Editor, Jean
by Casco Bay Islands DeOyer - Chebeague Island
velopment Association,
~or' by East is not so much the voice of CB I DA as
it is a service ,provided to our community. We plan
to provide news of special projects of the different
island civic associations as well as city council and
legislative activities pertaining to the islands.
Nor' by East will be mailed to all members of
CB I DA throughout the year in advance of it's
distribution through stores and libraries. To insure
receiving your very own copy, you may contact
Mary Deane, Box 66, Peaks Island, for a membership application.
Those who remember the Nor' by East of the
sixties will understand that there can be no replacement of former editors: Bea and John Chapman.
From new editor, Jean Dyer, Chebeague Island, to
all former readers and first time readers - again
Welcome Aboard!
D

There are times when all islands need to work
For over 20 years, since 1958, the Casco Bay Island
together as a unified team on issues that affect
Development Association has been active in Casco
the whole Bay area. The proposed new Casco Bay
Bay, helping its many islands to work together for
Island Ferry Terminal is a current example. Involved
the good of the Bay area. CB I DA is the only Bayis a major project on the Portland waterfront,
wide organization that can approach city and state
officials with any kind of Island unity, since the
federal funds from the Urban Mass Transit Admin istration (UMTA), funds from the state legislature,
Casco Bay area includes the Portland islands as well
as Chebeague Island, in the town of Cumberland
effective action by the Portland City Council and
and state parks on Eagle, Jewell, and Little
Casco Bay Unes, and finally a unity among the
Chebeague. Over the years CB I DA has grown from
islands themselves.
a small organization founded on Peaks Island to a
"Development" CBIDA style means that Island
group of 300 members covering most of the islands
people have a voice in and are informed of major
of Casco Bay and the bordering mainland as well.
decisions or projects that may affect the way of
Islands are by nature very independent. A
life on Casco Bay.
strong local organization on each island is essential.
Perhaps one of th'e best things to happen this
We welcome the addition this year of the Peaks · year is the restoration of Nor' by East - a Casco
Island Town Meeting which brings a sense of unity
Bay-wide newspaper. We are all involved in the
to our most populated island. The Diamond Island
affairs of our own island, bvt it is good to know
Association of Great Diamond Island, by contrast,
what is happening on the other islands. We hope
will celebrate its 100th anniversary in September
that this effort will strengthen the ties among the
1982.
islands of Casco Bay.
D

NEW FACES ON PORTLAND CITY COUNClt

MEMORIAL PLANTINGS
Plantings in the urns at the Fifth Maine Building,
Peaks Island, will be given this year in memory of
Harriette Johnson (Mrs. John Johnson) py Casco
Bay Island Development Association. The Steering
Committee's vote followed a moment of silence
and a brief prayer by Sister Nola Wells, honoring
the memory of M,rs. Johnson, longtime member of
the Association as well as membership chairman . D

LITTLE DIAMOND CHECKS IN
Esther Payne
Little Diamond Island

The past winter with a record breaking cold spell
and much ice in the harbor reminded some of the
oldsters of 1918. It was a war year and Fort
McKinley was well populated with soldiers who
had a free trip to Portland on the ice from the
sandbar to Eastern Promenade. In fact, I walked
it several times.
Strangely enough this winter to remember
preceded an early spring. Some enthusiastic
gardeners planted their gardens very early and
hoped the plants would survive. Joy Bishop, Mary
Thurston, and Hal Hackett are among those with
beautiful flower gardens.
Interested bird watchers have noted an indigo
bunting, not seen before, as well as cardinals and
Baltimore orioles.
Official and social news are waiting the arrival
of Association President Richard Sawyer of Silver·
Spring, Maryland.
D

City Councilor "Jo" Casale

Predictions abound that both youth and progressiveness will enhance the workings and accomplishments of the Portland City Council as a
The first woman councilor since 1956 - Pamela
new year begins.
P. Plumb, thirty-five, elected to the City Council
The district including the islands is now reprefrom District 2, is a summer resident of Cushing's
sented by Joseph D. Casale, 30, who won handily
Island. Long active in historic preservation, Pam is
over opponents. Anticipated to be a strong advocate
past president of Greater Portland Landmarks as
of waterfront development as well as interest in
well as its first director. She was recently named
Portland's islands, Jo's most famous preelection
one of three Outstanding Young Women of Maine
remark was that "The name is Portland, not Bankby the Maine Jaycee Women on the basis of "self
land or Restaurant City".
development, contributions to familylife and serHe is a graduate of Northeastern with a major
vice to the community". She is deeply committed
in accounting and business administration. Emto neighborhood development without displaceployed as a Portland longshoreman, he is president
ment or destruction, and to the provision of
of the Longshoremen's Benevolent Association. His , adequate social services to residents of her district.
campaign promise was particular emphasis oh PortBorn and brought up in St. Louis, she has a
land's long neglected waterfront and at the same to
degree in medieval art history from Smith College,
promote a feeling of community pride. In appearing
and a master's degree from New York University's
before the CBIDA Steering Committee prior to his
Institute of Fine Arts. A former art history teacher,
election he also stressed his concern for the elderly
she is married to Peter Plumb, an attorney. They
to be fully included in a stronger community.
D
moved to Portland in 1969.
D

.,.
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COMMITTEE:
Clerk - Jill Tiffany
Jane Carter
John Flynn
Arlene Galope

Everyone is welcome to attend a Dinner-Dance
Cruise via Casco Bay Lines on July 13, for the
benefit of Casco Bay Health Center. The price is
$15 a person - $30 a couple. For more information call 766-3340.
D

Fay Garman
Howard Heller
Eileen Herrick
Richard Klain

Douglas Micvane
Karen Mintzer
Irene Murray
Hardy Perry

Marianna Rowe
Theodore Warren
Edwin Williams

PEOPLE SECTION -

A FEELING OF COMMUNITY
Artist and writer, Jane Carter, 33, of Peaks Island
summarizes her two years on Peaks as bringing
"peace of mind and a sense of community".
Jane and her husband Richard, formerly of
Connecticut were looking for a life style near the
water and in a small community. ·They had purchased a parcel of land outside of Bath on the New
Meadows river, but when they toyed with construction plans it was over their heads financially
so they decided to look for a house already built.
One Sunday in April they arrived on Peaks
following up on an ad by Port Island Realty. And
they found their house, adjacent to the Public
Safety Station, moved in and remodeled it to suit
their personalities. So intrigued with island life and
when his job was threatened by the boat schedule
Richard resigned and found another. He is a heavy
equipment maintenance man and had been
working some distance from Portland. He is now,
with the Portland Water District as a master
mechanic. "We came to Peaks by the back door

WHEN IS A SMELL?
A bill introduced into the legislature in an effort
to improve dealing with the odor problem of a
South Portland chicken rendering plant had to be
withdrawn. No one seemed able to provide an exact definition of the point at which an odor may
be judged beyond endurance. A no-nonsense enforcement of present regulations has been considered adequate to deal with the problem.
D

.

NO APRIL FOOL
Gretchen Hall
Peaks Island

The CB L Car Ferry Rebel was back in operation
just in time to avoid the April Fool's Day target
date. Some Peaks Island residents enjoyed the comfort of a passenger boat for every trip, despite
getting out old shopping carts to bring back mainland goodies. Others wondered how to keep a car
going on the island all winter, or how to get along
without the car that waited on the mainland.
The storekeepers, contractors, and the public
works crew faced the problem of finding alternate
transportation for the necessities and wrecks con·
tinued to accumulate on the Peaks Island Dump
waiting for a car carrier ride on the ferry.
The passing · of the loaded car carrier en route
to the dock and the parade of huge construction
equipment up Welch Street were a welcome sign
that the Rebel was busy making up for lost

tim~

CBIDA "BIRTHDAY" PLANNED

BATTERY POSTED
CBIDA has set up regulations for the use of Battery
Steele, and, at the advice of the police, has posted
the property. (Peaks Island Town Meeting would
like to see the land left in a wild state, properly
administered.) Mis-use of the property, vandalism,
and accident liability are concerns of CBIDA in
regard to Battery Steele.
The Property was offered to the University of
Southern Maine but was declined with appreciation.
D

D

and it was a 'fluke' but we haven't regretted it one
minute," Jane concluded.
Blond, blue-eyed and very attractive Jane was
soon recognized as a valued addition to the community. She is currently chairman of the Peaks
Island Town Meeting Committee.
,
Formerly a teacher in Connecticut and a parttime teacher at USM, Jane's major activity is free
lance writing for young people, and illustrating
for the J. Weston Walsh educational publishers
in Portland.
The Carter family includes two beautiful
Siberian Huskies, a father and daughter relationship; and a young black Scottie for variety .
As relative newcomers the Carters have observed
that Peaks Island offers an almost "classless"
society where it makes little difference what your
income status is. People accept you for what you
are not what you have. " In this age of inflation we
are forced to decide what we really want in life
such as simplicity and purity of environment." D
-'Bea Chapman

Celebrating twenty-one years of community service,
members of the CB I DA Steering Committee are
planning a public Birthday Party for members and
guests at Boone's Harborside Lounge on Saturday,
July 21 from 3 to 5 p.m.
City and state officials will be invited·. There
will be a champagne punch, birthday cake, music
and surprises.
Members are· invited to bring or send before
hand a gift for the gift table as a mini-benefit for
CBIDA.
D

PEAKS ISLAND
WOODBURY'S DAIRY BAR

PEAKS ISLAND TAXI

Italian Sandwiches - Fried Clams
Pizza

DIAMOND ISL.AND
MARINE SERVICE
/

/

Courteous Service to Your Door

Open 11 :00 · 9:00 p.m. daily
Closed Monday except holidays ·

or

lobsters • Groceries • Marine Fuels

Around the Island

Dining Room open 4:0Q .. 8:00 p.m.

Boat Storage and Repairs

Meets All Boats
featuring seafood dinners

LITTLE DIAMOND ISLAND, MAINE

766-2777

Tel. 766-2087

766-2929

MARINA APARTMENTS

MARINA SERVICE

BUILDING

REMODELING
SIDING

LIONEL PLANTE ASSOCIATES
Septic Tanks

\

Back-hoe Work

GENE DINSMORE

Barge

Peaks Island 766-2017

ISLAND REAL ESTA TE

Rentals

FREE ESTIMATES

207 766-2508

ISLAND AVENUE, PEAKS ISLAND, MAINE 04108

PORCHES

ROOFING

ask about our 6% commission ratee
FREE RENTAL SERVICE

AKERS ASSOCIATES, REAL TORS

774-8300

766-2588

•
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COMING UP
Next Issue will be August 15th. Deadline for
receiving contributions and advertising - August
1st. We expect to expand our paper in accord'ance
with advertising and reader response and welcome
your letters to the editor. Please send them to:
Jean Dyer, Chebeague Island.
D

A design concept for terminal at Portland Pier.

.PORTLAND TERMINAL "FLAP"
SHOWS HOPE
At a meeting of the Legisla'tive Committee of the ·
Portland City Council on Friday May 18, the first
steps were taken to rescue the disastrous situation
resulting from an administrative mix-up involving
a new Portland terminal.
Under the leadership of Councilor John O'Leary,
and with some fast footwork by City Manager
Wilson and his assistant Tim Honey, the new pier
proposal was seemingly· back on track although
suffering from a delay.
Contracts with the Legislative Transportation
Committee in Augusta and the Department of
Transportation, resulted in a hope of saving the
$198,000 set aside now for nearly four years, and
making a new bid for the $360,000 hanging unacted upon in this session when the legislature
convenes in special session in January.
The "flap" over the Planning Department's
design for Portland Pier as the terminal has been
frought with unanswered questions and various
conflicting testimony.
However, both the CBIDA and all the island
central organizations have stood firmly behind the
proposed site and for the first time in memory had
a majority concensus, pending resolve of the unexpected problems. By the time this paper is in
print it is expected that a Building Committee,
recommended by the Legislative sub-committee of
the City Council, will have been enacted. Also, the
presence of the two new councilors in upcoming
discussions and votes may substantially help reduce
the chaos which has prevailed, much to the incon-

venience as well as annoyance of those spending
time to attend meetings.
In the words of Councilman O'Leary - "We
need to reassure the people of the islands that we
are going to build a ferry terminal as soon as we
can and as wel I as we can."
D

TRAFFIC FLOW A NIGHTMARE
Robert Hickok
Long Island

The only charm Portland Pier seems to offer combining regular and car ferry operations on the
same wharf - is illusory. Neither it nor the channel
where the ferry boats would tie up is wide enough
to handle the expected traffic. Nor does it hold out
hope for improved parking facilities.
The entrance from Commercial Street is only
21 feet wide plus six feet of sidewalk. While the
entrance to Custom House Wharf is not much
wider, foot passengers there (at least) can walk to
and from Commercial Street under cover and off
the street. That pedestrian passageway would be
sorely missed on rainy, cold and blustery days:
Proposed plans for Portland Pier offer nothing
similar simply because there is not room .• Everyone would have to squeeze in and out between
those two brick buildings fronting Commercial
Street. No one is sure that a second access to the
pier could be added via Tony DiMillo's parking
lot.
Even if entrance and egress could be improved,
the pier itself is still too narrow to accomodate a
new terminal with two perpendicular leading
ramps on one side and, three lanes for traffic on
the other. The dimensions to handle one lane for
traffic waiting to board the Rebel, sar.:idwiched

between two lanes for the usual assortment of
private cars, taxis and delivery trucks,---plus the
huge 18-wheeler trailer trucks and large refrigerator trucks serving New Meadows at the far
end of the wharf, plus the vehicles disembarking
each time the Rebel pulled in, simply do not
exist as an on-the-spot look will show.
Everyone is familiar with the frenetic atmosphere that often prevails at the existing terminal .
Requiring all this traffic, plus that serving, New
Meadows, swelled by entire busloads of tourists, to
maneuver in and out of such cramped quarter,
would merely substitute one nightmare for another
even worse . Squeezing a 200-pounder into a corset
for someone half that size might eliminate some o f
the bulges. But is that an advantage if the person
inside can hardly breathe?
The lack of maneuvering room also applies to
the water inlet where the ferry boats would tie up.
It is nearly one-third less wide than the area now
available at Custom House Wharf. The fact that
once a warship docked in there seems irrelevant.
Maneuvering a large vessel in and out of a tight
spot slowly and with the help of tugs is not to be
compared with boat traffic in and out of the same
area 20 to 30 or more times a day, especially with ,
other vessels tied up alongside and more on the
opposite side. Although aircraft carriers can thread
their way through the Panama Canal, it does not
mean that the canal is a suitable site for naval
exercises.
The pressing problem, of course, is "where
do we go from here?" Several alternative proposals
have been submitted. Hopefully all the planners
will pay closer attention to actual dimensions and
the critical nature and requirements of "traffic
flow."
D
NAUTICAL GIFTS

SOUVENIRS

On long Island

. VOSE-SMITH CO., FLORISTS

MARY JUSTICE, TAXI
766-2554

Buy your friend, relative and
yourself a gift at

THE DOCKSIDE
a Ii'! bit of everything shop

646 Congress Street, Portland

E.E. CLARKE STORE

Volunteer Fire Dept.

P. 0. BOX 4598
21-25 CUSTOM HOUSE WHARF
PORTLAND, MAINE 04112

long Island Civic Association

A. L. GRIFFIN INC.

766-2512

773-6436
FTD and Teleflora Member

Mary Ross, Pres. - 766-2219

PEAKS ISLAND

FEENEY'S MARKET
A complete food store
open 7 days
• DELIVERIES

.I

766-9701

Also down front visit us at

14S Newbury Street
Portland, Maine04101
(207) 772-68S8

PEAKS ISLAND

iJE~UlY~
GW~n
EASY WALKING FROM BOATS
HAVE YOU SEEN IT YET?

JOHN'S MARKET
Also open 7 days
DELIVERIES

~
'Gli,E ~

766-9714

207-772-0165

THE NEWBURY GUILD
Permanent and temporary work / sales space
available. Interested artisans come and see it.
Call or write Stephen Helms for details.'

JACKSON'S SERVICE CEl',ITER, INC.
766-2722
Fuel Oil - Propijne - Appliances
Mechanical Repairs
Furnace & Oil Burner Maintenance
Kero · Regular & No-Lead Gas

-
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PEAKS 11SKYLINE" CHANGES

instant structure.
On April 17, a deadline date established by
the City, the James Murray house movers expedited
a smooth relocation of a house posted for sale or
demolition to make way for the new City Community Center to be built on Peaks Island.
Heller, not wanting to see a basically sound
structure demolished, purchased the house "for a
song" but laid out considerable cash to accomplish
the move. Required moving of telephone and
electric wires was a most costly element.
But on the exact date (his and Betty's wedding

"My ultimate objective is to dress up the front of
Peaks Island," said Howard Heller of Port Island
Realty as he discussed his recent purchases.
A staunch advocate of island living, Heller recently purchased the entire upper corner of Welch
and Island Avenue including the properties occupied
by the Greenlaw family, the Brackett Church Thrift
Shop, the Casco Bay Art Gallery, the Peaks Island
Post Office, the Senior Citi.zen Ce-:ter, and the
formerly vacant lot adjacent which now boasts an

anniversary incidentally) the abandoned house
rolled down Island Avenue in record time, estimated
one and a half hours. Much excitement prevailed as
onlookers felt they were "seeing things" as the
house traveled smoothly along causing the least
delay in'traffic.
Notably, for the first time in anyone's memory,
a concrete mixer truck arrived to pour a substantial
basement for the house.
No tenant of the properties will be disturbed
this summer, and plans for the house are still
incomplete.
D

CIVIL WAR EVENT SLATED

THE
HOUSE
THAT
MOVED

GENERAL CONTRACTING

MAPS

PLUM8fNC & H EATING

The Entire State in One Large Book
The Maine Atlas and Gazetteer is a convenient 11 x 15"
book containing 65 large-scale (½" ~ 1 mile) 2-color
maps, accurately depicting state roads, county & log ging roads, foot trails, l.;ikes, rivers, streams, mountains,
and even individual houses. There are also indexed
street maps of 20 of the largest towns. A comprehensive Gazetteer section describes in detail many hikes,
canoe & bike routes, fishing spots, state parks, camp,
grounds, populations, history, and much more.

Jacbson & Casey Corpora/ion
ISLAND AVENUE
PEAKS ISL.ANO. MAINE

04108

Sold at stores throughout the state, or by mail
direct from:
ATLAS & GAZETTEER
P.O. Box 81A, Yarmouth, ME 04096
Send $5.95 per Atlas, plus $0.30 each Maine sales tax,
and $1 .00 shipping p~r order.

12071 766,2817

FREE ESTIMATES

Similar Atlases of Vermont and New Hampshire are
available for the same price.

PEAKS ISLAND

P fsland
0

Realty

It takes experience and special knowledge of the
area ... the market and financing to bring about
successful sales or purchases of Island Property.
Hundreds of Island sales to our credit
Howard U. Heller
Dorothy Prussner
Christine Parker

Secretary
(207) 766-5085
377 Fore Street

(207) 775-7253
Portland, ME 04101

BEST WISHES TO

HARBOR FISH MARKET

THE HARBORVUE SHOP

CASCO BAY ISLANDS

Under New Management

Fish - Clams - live Lobsters

8:30 - 4:00 p.m. weekdays
10:00 - 2:00 p.m, Sunday

DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION

Mon.-Fri. 8:30 to 5:30

Hardware - Paints - Plumbing
and Electrical Supplies
Housewares & Domestics
Souvenirs - Art Supplies - Yarn
Yard Goods - Hobby Supplies

Peg Ney

On July 7 the Fifth Maine Regiment Association
on Peaks Island will hold a CIVIL WAR PANORAMA AND DESCENDANT'S DAY for residents
and guests far and near. This is a redesign of the
flistoric military reenactment Reunion held last
year.
This year's program will feature registration, a
picnic lunch with sandwiches for sale, and boiled
lobsters available by reservation, speaker and brief
ceremony of re-dedication, an afternoon of films
of Gettysburg, book fair, memorabilia display, a
Civil War songfest, and music to dance by - topped
off with a baked bean supper.
Progress in restoration of the historic landmark
will be explained and registration of descendents of
any regiment, north or south will be featured. Allan
Hawkins of Falmouth Foreside, is chairman of
the event.
D

Saturday 9:00 to 4:00

Observing 21 years of

Closed Sunday

Community Service

9 Custom House 'Wharf
Across from Boones
Tel. ns-0251

A FRIEND

766-4447

BROOKWOOD REAL ESTATE

...

COCKEYED GULL RESTAURANT

CHEBEAGUE ISLAND, ME 04107
Tel. 846-4098

Peaks Island

Acre-plus shore lots on delightful island
sandy beaches, golf, tennis.

Featuring home-made donuts & pastries

LlnM
'

We make our pastries for ·special orders
From $19,500 :- other lots from $6,800.

Please call 766-4442
VIRGINIA H. SCHROEDER
3 days notice on all orders

Real .Estate Broker

\

CUSTOM KOUSf WHARFCOMMERCIAL & PEARL STREETS
207 • 77~7871

